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| Fight mastitis this winter
The only teat dips formulated to protect, heal, and .. ' Main Location: Rock Valley, IA

condition teats in harsh winter weather " ; 800-962-4346

Derma-Kote® lodine Sanitizing Teat Conditioner/ Winter Teat Dip . Eggf;;ﬂll';ggﬁtmemica: Sales

Equipment, Inc.

Derma Sept® Sanitized Teat Conditioner” Winter Teat Dip :
{in a non-lodine formula) Colton, SD Service

* Reduces intramammary infections B00-9244-1217 -
* Contains 70% or more emollients for skin protection/ conditioning = 2 Grﬂ

+ Heal and soften chapped/ injured teats and teat ends J GEA Farm Technologies

+ Reduce chapping/ prevent frosthite WestfaliaS
WestfaliaSurge
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Growing grapes, makin§
— in South Dakota

By Steven Suwerson

Gazing across the South Dakota
landscape a person can sce felds
ol corn, sovbeans, alfalfa and vine-

yards., Yes, thats cormect—vine
yands.
In fact, South Dakoia winer-

i=s have produced over 1 million
bottles of wine since 1997 and in
2008, produced over 50,000 gal-

lons of wine, according o the
South Dakota Department of
Agriculiure.

One of these wineries is Tucker's
Walk Vineyard, owned by Dave
and Sue Greenlee, a self-described

mom and pop operation” locat
ed just west of Garretson, 5.0 on
the north side of South Dakota
Highway 11.

“Right now, we aren’l anxious o
gel big [ast. We wani (o do it as we
can and as we learn how toodo ™
said Dave, "We aren’t pressed with
a big debt that we have o pay off.”

Also, the couple stll works full-
nme at the EROS Data Cenier,
located west of where they live

The first indication one receives
of the Tuckers Walk Vineyvard —
the name comes lrom an Alghan
hound the couple owned that psed
o rake walks with Sue — is the
grape vines growing in the lence
line along the road. Toke a closer
look and you'll see quite a few

more grapee vines spread over 12
acres —3, 100 vines 1o be exact,

But how does one get interested
in and then invalved in this type of
business?

Dave said, aboutl six or seven
vears ago, Sue and a [riend at work
had thinking about what
would be fun w do when they
retired. They talked about raising
shrimp and all kinds of ideas.

“You can only imagine all the dil
ferent things,”™ he said

There was a workshop in
Minneapalis  they decided to
attend, Sue and her friend drove up
there and it was at the workshop
whiere they met Elmer Swenson, in
his 905 at the time, who got them
all excited about grapes.

It wirns out Swenson. who died
in 2004, was a pioneering self-
taught grape breeder who devel-
oped a number of new varieties of
cold weather grapes and effectively
revolutionized grape growing in
thie Upper Midwoest.

Well, 1o make o long story short,
Dave said this meeting got their
julces lowing — so to speak.

[Mheir first planting was a hohby
patch — aboul a third of an acre
consisting of nine short rows;

“Wee started owl by buying cur-

been

tings, which is basically a stick
with three or four nodes on them,
through the mail from New York
and several other places,” Sue
said, “Those yvou start like you ane
propagating any plant, They don't
all take of course, but that is how
we started all the ones in the est
area.”

That first small patch has now
expanded 1o 12 acres that are plani
ed and surrounded by an 8-foot tall
deer fence,

“Farmers around here would call
it sheep tight,” Dave said, “The
fence is sheep tght, but 8-foot
tall.”

The 12 acres are pant of the addi
tional 55 acres they purchased from
their neighbor. He said its pretty
much the 80 with ten taken out for
their neighbor and the original 11
acres they already owned

The property to the casi s where
the Greenlees plan 1o build their
winery with additional room for
mre grape vines

The land has a western facing
slope and both Sue and Dave said
that besides offering a great view ol
the winery, the view (o the north-
west just goes on and on.

Growing grapes is not something
like planting corn and sovbeans
and seeing the end result in a few
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Sue and Dave Greenlee of Garretson, 5.0. started Tucker's Walk Vineyard
several years ago on their acreage west of Garmmetson. The Greenlee's
ara shown with three of the wines they olfer. Farm Markal News/Steven

Swenson

maonihs.

“It tokes about four vears from
the time you '|'|'|HI'I.1 the grapes until
vou get the grapes,” Dave said, "So
it is kind of upside down in terms
of cash Now. You put trellis in and
you are still four years away frmom
gelling any grapes.”

He explained that the good thing

for them is that they have becn
planting an acre or acre and a hall
each vear so as they are able the
grapes ane starting to come in.
Currently they are growing four

Tucker's Walk
Continued on page 6
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New Adjustable Anti-Yaw Eyhﬂq,n'l
20 inch nozzle spacing from target does nol effect
ray to targel delivery at full tilt up er dewn.

Breakaway Tip Joint
Slip joint operates in both directions. Tip
15 it moves forward or backward
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= B0" heavy duly side fold beom
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= High volume plumbing
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= Hydraulic Wing Gall For Easy Turning
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= 1000, 1250 or 1500 gallon tank

« 60°, 80" or 90' booms

* 52" boom height adjustment
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= T-function hydraulic boom control

= Narrow 12" transport width

1650 Tear Drop Style Tank

174" Hitch Pin To Axle

607, 80" Or 90" Boom Oplion

Ti:ruj(rl Flowback Valvas With Hi-ﬂh Volume Plul‘nblng
Includes 3™ Quick Fill
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while wine grapes in quantity, Sue
sald, These are Prontenac Gris,
Hriammniz, S, Pepin and La Crescent.
They are also growing two red wine
grapes—=Si. Crolx and Marquetie,

The Marquette grape is one
developed and patented in 2006
by the University of Minnesota and
Sue said they are the first in South
Drakota to get that variety and make
a cormmercial wine out of it

“Hopefully, we will be able to
keep upwith i he said, “Buy same
tanks each year and just incremen-
tally grow the operation so we don’t
have to do it all ar once,”

Besides the 3,100 vines they
already have planted right now,
Sue said they plan o put in anoth-
er 400 this spring.

Sue mentioned that in addition
to the wine grapes they also are
growing four kinds of table grapes.

“You don't need too many table
grapes 1o have a lot of grapes,” Sue
sald.

“Unless you like alot of jams and
jellies,” Dave added.

All the grape vines ane planted
omn a south-facing slope.

“The south slope is perfect so the
grapes can get sun throughout the
day,” Dave said. “So that is pretry
much ideal.”

Getting  the proper  amomnt
of sunlight and getting as many
growing degree days as possible is
important because of the need 1o
got the cold weather grapes done
quickly,

“Warm and sunny is the bes,,”
hie said.

Tucker's Walk
Continued on page 15
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Tucker’s Walk

Continued from page 6

One pood thing about the winter
though is it keeps some of the dis-
eases they have in California away
from the grapes,

“So it 15 not all bad,” said Dave.,

The vines are planted 8-feet
apart in 9-foot rows and Sue said
this s pretty typical of the spacing
in this part of the country. Dave
noted that sometimes the width is
determined by the skee of the trac-
tor that tends the rows.

While planting the rows north
and south is best for sun expo-
sune, somme of the rows in the vine-
yvanrd are planted east 1o west, Dave
said the east-west rows were done
because he wanted to stay with the
comtour of the land, which helps
prevent soil erosion.

To help keep the number of
weeds toa minimum the Greenlee's
planted side oats, buffalo grass and
blue grandma grasses. Dave said
the mixture is not good for grazing,
bl it is really dense and it chokes
oul the weeds and you don’t have
1o mow it much

Both Dave and Sue are trained in
science, so as Dave says Lthey amen't
just blue-skying it—they are actu-
ally studying the process and that
Is what appeals to them,

“There is a lot o learn abowm
growing grapes,” he said. "But whai
I'm finding is that making the wine
is done prety much the same way
as it has for the past 8,000 years.
There are a few changes, but basi-
cally wine is made the same way.™

Each acre of vines will produce
between two and live tons of
grapes, Dave said

“Grapes are kind of like sweet
corn,” he said. “When the grapes
are ready you have to get them
picked and crushed. This prevents
any chance of geiting moldy.”

Picking the grapes usually occurs
from mid-August to mid-to-late
Septombaer

“Before we start picking the
grapes we test them for sugar and
acid comtent,” Sue said. "We test
until the grapes get to the right
harvest parameters, Hopefully, this
is before the frost.”

Ihe Greenlees generally don't
have w pick all the grapes them-
selves because at harvest time their
friends vsually come oul to help.

“They are excited about help-
ing and it makes for a fun time,”
Sue said, “Harvesting is a special
imme”

She mentioned that they have
io keep them happy and Dave
inguired whether it was the grapes
or the [riends and she replied
“both.”

Planting tme has also become
family time as Dave and Sue's chil-
dren have come home 1o help,

Having a vinevard is very labor
intensive according to Dave but it
Is-a lot of fun,

The Greenlees currently have
their winery and tasting room sei-
up in the basement of their home.
The winery consists of stainless
steel tanks 1o make the wine, a
bottling area and several smaller
batches of wine still in the pro-
CIESS.

The tasting room, or as Dave
calls it "The Dave Hamsey Tasting
Room”™ because they are lurnishing
the room without debi, is in a sepa-
rate room with large windows thm
offer a great view of the vineyard

Although they don’t have regular
business hours yet, they are open

by appointment. Tuckers Walk
|I'|il.'\ .'ll..‘iﬂ |1|'_'i,“|1 a 5[:(]]1 o a rnup!v
of wine tours and more are being
organized each year. And they're
E]l:E;'HI'I.IHH (] I.I.l"l.'L'li'||‘.| I'L‘[!li‘i!l Clis-
tomers, which means shipping
wine around the country including
California and Virginia.

“Repeat businegss is nice." Dave
said. “You can imagine people will
try it af least once but when you get
i1l"|:]'|l|l! Ley cerme |1:ti'k a second or
third time you have a pretty good
idea you must have something
people like”

Members of the Minnesota
Grape Growers Association, South
Dakota Wine Growers and South
Dakota Specialty Producers, Dave

said they and other members are
really not so much in competition
with each other as much as they
are trying to show the world that
good wine can be made up here.

*So a5 much as anything else, we
are collaborating,” he said. “More
like colleagues.”

Being members of the organiza-
tions is also beneficial, Sue said,
hecause they are trving 1o keep
leaming something and that each
vineyard has their own little exper-
iment going and it is fun o come-
pare notes on what is working for
them and what isn't.

“There's the growing grapes and
therne's the making wine and there
is a lot of learning in both,” Dave

Three of the wines made by Sue and Dave Greenles of Tucker's Walk
Vineyard wost of Garrelson, 5.0, Farm Market News/Steven Swanson

said. *Sa 1 don't think there is any
danger of figuring it all owt and

getting bored. That's not going to
happen.”
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